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REDD+ is one of the climate change mitigation options in developing countries for reducing 

emissions from deforestation and forest degradation, conservation of forest carbon stocks, 

sustainable management of forests, and enhancement of forest carbon stocks. REDD+ is now 

widely accepted as climate change mitigation option under United Nations Framework 

Convention on Climate Change (UNFCCC).  

In order to access the financial support for REDD+, India needs to develop the National REDD+ 

Strategy, Forest Reference Level, National Forest Monitoring System and Safeguards Information 

System. Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education (ICFRE) was assigned the task of 

developing National REDD+ Strategy by MoEFCC, Govt. of India.  India has already developed 

National REDD+ Strategy and Forest Reference Level.  

The main objective of the CAMPA funded ICFRE scheme on “Execution of Readiness Activities for 

Implementation of REDD+ in India”  is development of Safeguard Information System (SIS) for 

implementation of REDD+ besides the development of web-based SIS module, REDD+ learning 

and knowledge sharing platform, and capacity building of the stakeholders on various aspects of 

REDD+ including safeguards at regional level.  

Physical Progress 

▪ Safeguards Information System for REDD+ has been developed through extensive 

stakeholder consultation process.  

▪ Draft of the Safeguards Information System is webhosted for public comments/ 

consultation on dated 14 September 2021. All the stakeholders including States 

Government Departments, Research Institutions, Non-Government Organizations, 

industries and general public etc. were requested to submit their valuable comments and 

suggestions on Draft on Safeguards Information System for REDD+ on or before 15 

October 2021. 

▪ The public comments received on the draft Safeguards Information System were 

incorporated in the draft. Final draft submitted to the Forest Policy Division, Ministry of 

Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India on dated 23 November 

2021.  

▪ MoEFCC has approved the final draft of Safeguards Information System for REDD+ in 

India on  31 March 2022. Procurement process for printing of the document initiated. 



Final approved copy of the Safeguards Information System for REDD+ in India is attached 

as an annexure.  

2. Financial Progress 

Total Approved Budget  
 (Rs. in Lakh) 

Budget Released 
(Rs. in Lakh) 

Cumulative Expenditure 
(Rs. in Lakh) 

120.40 72.00 24.32 

 

Task to be completed (both physical and financial targets) 

Physical Target: 

▪ Development of web-based SIS module, REDD+ learning and knowledge sharing platform  

▪ Capacity building of the SFDs on REDD+ including safeguards at regional level 

Financial Targets: Rs. 47.68 Lakh     
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       BHUPENDER YADAV 
 

 
MESSAGE 

 

Climate change is a major global challenge mankind is facing today and is affecting ecosystems, people 
and their livelihoods across the globe. Parties to the UNFCCC agreed and set targets in the form of Nationally 
Determined Contributions for holding the rise in global mean temperature well below 2° C compared to pre-
industrial level, while pursuing efforts to limit it to 1.5° C under the Paris Agreement. The Paris Agreement also 
recognizes the role of forests in achieving its goal through REDD+ framework.  

 

India’s forestry sector NDC target aims to create an additional carbon sink of 2.5 to 3 billion tonnes of CO2 
equivalent through additional forest and tree cover by 2030. To achieve this, India is determined to continue 
with its on-going forestry programmes, inter alia full implementation of Green India Mission and other 
afforestation programmes. Despite our development challenges, India has taken many new and innovative 
initiatives on clean energy, energy efficiency, afforestation and conservation of biodiversity. That is why India is 
among the few countries whose NDCs are 2° Celsius compatible. 

 

REDD+ framework is one of the climate change mitigation actions in the forestry sector and can 
contribute towards reduction in the greenhouse gas emission globally. It also provides many non-carbon benefits 
such as conservation of biodiversity and improvement in the ecosystem services and at the same time also 
provide the financial incentives to the local communities. 

 

To kick start REDD+ activities in India, Government of India has developed its National REDD+ Strategy 
and Forest Reference Level. A Safeguards Information System for REDD+ has been developed as per the UNFCCC 
requirements to ensure that any kind of risks related to forest governance, environmental and social are 
minimized during implementation of REDD+ activities.  

 

I have great pleasure in presenting the Safeguard Information System for REDD+ in India. I congratulate 
and wish the Director General, ICFRE and all the members of the Expert Committee for developing Safeguards 
Information System for implementation of REDD+ activities in India. I am hopeful that Safeguards Information 
System for REDD+ will certainly bring us one step closer towards the implementation of REDD+ activities at 
national level.  

 

 

Date: 29.03.2022                       (Bhupender Yadav) 
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          MESSAGE 

REDD+ is now widely accepted as climate change mitigation option for developing countries 
under the United Nations Framework Convention on Climate Change. Country Parties of the 
UNFCCC agreed to boost action to limit emissions from deforestation and forest degradation in 
developing countries with technological and financial support.  

Sixteenth Session of Conference of the Parties (COP 16) to the UNFCCC established that 
REDD+ activities should promote and support the set of seven Cancun safeguards taking care of 
forest governance, social and environmental issues during REDD+ implementation. In accordance 
with the COP decisions developing country parties seeking financial support under REDD+ need to 
develop a system for providing information on how these safeguards are being addressed and 
respected throughout the implementation of the REDD+ activities, while respecting sovereignty. 
Safeguards information system essentially requires a comprehensive mechanism that serves the 
twin purpose of ensuring adherence to, and observance of the safeguards, and also serve as an 
information platform to communicate to UNFCCC the adherence to these safeguards by the country.  

National Forest Policy, 1988 mandates people’s participation in the management of forests 
while Scheduled Tribes and Other Traditional Forest Dwellers (Recognition of Forest Rights) Act, 
2006 recognizes and ensures community-based forest governance. It is well recognized that 
people’s participation in natural resource management is an important mechanism to ensure 
conservation of natural resources including the forests. Many States in India have a longer history 
of people’s participation in forest management.  

I congratulate and wish the Director General, ICFRE and his team for developing the 
Safeguards Information System (SIS) for Implementation of REDD+ in India. I am sure the SIS will 
serve its purpose for addressing and respecting the safeguards in implementation of REDD+ 
activities in India.  
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                SECRETARY  
                  GOVERNMENT OF INDIA 
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                 CLIMATE CHANGE 

 
MESSAGE 

 
 

 

Reducing Emissions from Deforestation and Forest Degradation (REDD+) under the UNFCCC has 
the potential to deliver significant carbon and non-carbon benefits, as also alternative livelihoods 
generating opportunities for the local communities. In order to mitigate the unintended impacts, UNFCCC 
has adopted a set of seven safeguards, also known as ‘Cancun Safeguards’ related to forest governance, 
local communities and environment. These are further developed by respective countries as a ‘Safeguards 
Information System’.  

 

India has a long history of scientific forest management and a robust legal and regulatory 
framework. The Government of India has consistently framed appropriate policies, laws and regulations 
which are duly amended from time to time to ensure conservation and protection of the environment and 
natural resources. India is one of the few countries which has a documented national forest policy, right 
from 1894. The National Forest Policy, 1988, provides broad guidelines for forest governance in India. This 
policy underlines the needs of the tribal and rural people for forest produce, and emphasises the 
importance of a participatory approach towards conservation and sustainable management of forests. 

 

I commend the Director General and his team from the Indian Council of Forestry Research and 

Education (ICFRE), experts from the Ministry and from relevant organisations, for developing the 

‘Safeguards Information System’, which will be an asset for the environment and forest sector.   

 

 

                                              (Leena Nandan) 

New Delhi, March 31, 2022 
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MESSAGE 
 

 

Forests are considered to provide a large climate change mitigation opportunity at relatively lower costs 

along with significant co-benefits. Forests are closely linked to socio-economic systems, particularly those of the 

forest dependent communities in the developing countries. India is one of the few countries where forest and 

tree cover have increased in recent years transforming country’s forests into a net sink of carbon dioxide owing 

to national policies aimed at conservation and sustainable management of forests. As per the latest assessment, 

forests and tree cover has increased from 23.4 percent in 2005 to 24.62 percent of the geographical area in 2021. 

Government of India’s long-term goal is to bring 33 percent of its geographical area under forest and tree cover 

eventually. 

The National REDD+ Strategy reaffirms Government of India’s commitment to implement REDD+ by 

optimally exploring the mitigation potential of forestry sector in the country. It also recognizes the active 

participation of local communities and tribal people in conservation and sustainable management of forests. The 

Strategy will also contribute towards green skill development and job creation in forestry sector. The National 

REDD+ Strategy when implemented in totality will contribute in achieving India’s NDC target of forestry sector. 

India is bracing up for implementing REDD+ activities at national level in order to attract result based 

finance for REDD+ activities. India has already submitted its National REDD+ Strategy and National Forest 

Reference Level for REDD+ to UNFCCC and now third in this series is the Safeguards Information System. This has 

been prepared by a team of experts from MoEFCC, ICFRE and other organizations of the country. I congratulate 

the team of Expert Committee led by Sh. Arun Singh Rawat, Director General, Indian Council of Forestry Research 

and Education for developing Safeguards Information System for implementation of REDD+ activities in India.  

 

Date: 31st March, 2022                                      
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PREFACE 
 

Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India has assigned the task 
pertaining to institutionalization of technical aspects of REDD+ implementation in India to ICFRE. Accordingly, 
ICFRE has drafted National REDD+ Strategy and same has been approved by the Ministry of Environment, Forest 
and Climate Change, Government of India. Now, ICFRE has developed Safeguards Information System for REDD+ 
implementation in India.  

National REDD+ Strategy of India endorsed that Cancun safeguards principles shall be adhered to during 
the implementation of REDD+ activities, and Safeguards Information System (SIS) shall be developed based on 
the existing policies, laws and regulations of forest governance. Accordingly, the SIS built on the existing forest 
governance structures, legal and institutional frameworks, to meet the objectives of SIS as per the UNFCCC 
requirement for implementation of REDD+ activities in India. Exhaustive stakeholder’s consultation processes 
were adopted and nine regional stakeholder consultation workshops were organised in different parts of the 
country for developing SIS followed by webhosting for inviting public comments. The goal of SIS is to meet the 
reporting requirements of the UNFCCC pertaining to Cancun safeguards for implementation of REDD+ activities.  

The scope for application of SIS for India focuses on REDD+ actions in the forestry as well as other land-
use sectors. The scale for application of SIS for implementation of REDD+ activities will be national, sub-national 
and local. Necessary institutional arrangement has also been devised for implementation of safeguards 
information system. The State REDD+ Cells will provide necessary information/ data on REDD+ safeguards, and 
Indian Council of Forestry Research and Education will further compile, analyse and interpret the information/ 
data at the national level and prepare the summary of information on safeguards for submission to the Ministry 
of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India. 

Financial support provided by Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India 
through National CAMPA for Execution of REDD+ Readiness in India is gratefully acknowledged. 

I am thankful to all members of Expert Committee for providing vital inputs in developing safeguards 
information system. I am also thankful to Sh. Rohit Tiwari, Inspector General of Forest (Forest Policy), Sh. 
Maneesh Kumar, Assistant Inspector General of Forest (Forest Policy) and Sh. Jitesh Kumar, Technical Officer, 
Forest Policy Division, Ministry of Environment, Forest and Climate Change, Government of India for extending 
their supports and inputs in developing Safeguards Information System for REDD+ in India. 
 
 
 
 

 

Date:  31 March 2022                                                          (Arun Singh Rawat) 
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